Perineal gangrene in the patient with granulocytopenia: the importance of early diverting colostomy.
Perirectal and perineal infections represent a life-threatening complication of hematologic diseases associated with granulocytopenia. Early and aggressive surgical management is essential. This should include hemodynamic support and monitoring, broad-spectrum antibiotics, wide surgical debridement, and a totally diverting colostomy. The prognosis of these infections parallels that of the underlying hematologic disease. Three patients seen on a university surgical service whose clinical management and course underscore these principles are presented.